
 
 

 
 
  
  
 
 
July 13, 2026 
 

Notice to Our Valued General Freight Customers: 

Regarding: Hwy 11 Fire Closure Near Sapawe, ON 

A forest fire on Hwy 11 near Sapawe, ON has cause the closure of highway 11 between Thunder Bay and 
Fort Frances.  This disruption will force traffic to an alternative route across Highway 17 and down 
Highway 502.   

This temporary diversion will add transit time due to extra distance travelled and congestion, and result 
in additional cost to move shipments between Thunder Bay and Fort Frances (and surrounding 
communities). We encourage you to continue to visit our website for updates on the situation. 

Accordingly, during this time all shipments that are diverted via this route, which will add 190 kilometers 
(one-way), will be subject to a temporary Sapawe Fire surcharge of $4.76/CWT with a minimum charge 
of $23.80 per shipment, to a maximum of $952.00 per shipment.  

For the latest updates please visit www.gardewine.com/news.  

Thank you for your continued trust and for choosing the Gardewine Group for your shipping needs. 
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